Finalists and guest panellists for

The Young Scottish Musical Theatre Performer of the Year
The first open competition to find Scottish stars of the future in musical theatre was launched by the Glasgow-based Singers Company – and the four finalists will sing against each other for the top prize of £400 during the Company’s annual ‘Magic of the Musicals’ concert at the SECC on Saturday 19th May.
The competition, which will carry a first prize of £400 and a trophy, is the brainchild of the Singers Company’s founder and Artistic Director, Graham Dickie, 

Said Dickie: “The principal idea behind the Young Scottish Musical Theatre Performer is to promote the wealth of talent that Scottish students have, whether they’re learning the business here in Scotland or further afield, and to give them valuable performing experience in front of a large audience.”  

“The Singers Company is now in its 15th season and performs regularly to capacity audiences. We are very proud of our standards and success and look forward to building on our solid track record of introducing young professional singers from all areas of the industry who have gone on to develop exciting careers.”

Following a full day of exceptionally high standard of performances the panel who represented the industry (casting agent, television, theatre director and sponsorship) selected four finalists.
Jennifer Neil – Glasgow. 
Kirsten Whitfield – Stirling. 

Kara Swinney – Falkirk 
Ewan Black – Banchory.

As part of the “Magic of the Musicals” concert they will perform for the voting audience at the SECC and the guest celebrity judges: 

Billy Differ: Presents BBC Radio Scotland’s “Dress Circle,” the programme which celebrates all things musical theatre. Having run the King’s Theatre in Glasgow for many years, where he produced pantomimes and the legendary Francie & Josie revivals, Billy moved to London to work for Cameron Mackintosh. Initially he worked on the production side, but now runs his seven theatres.

Claire Moore: Has been described as “the greatest singer on the British musical stage.” Played the role of Christine in the original cast of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Phantom of the Opera” and followed that with the role of Ellen in the London production of “Miss Saigon.” On BBC TV she was seen as a vocal coach in “How do you solve a problem like Maria?” (2006), “Any dream will do” (2007), “I’d do anything” (2008) and “Over the rainbow” (2010).

Barbara Rafferty: Probably best known for her roles as Ella Cotter in “Rab C Nesbitt” between 1990 and 1999 and Shirley Henderson in “River City.” Also for BBC TV she played Agnes Meldrum, the pub landlady in “Hamish Macbeth” and she appeared in the 2006 film “The Last King of Scotland” as Mrs Garrigan.

